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GOSPEL MINISTERS. 


1 THESS. IL 7. 


Put we were gentle among you, even as a 
nurſe cheriſheth ber children. 


HE wiſe man hath a faying, 
& that every thing is beautiful in 
@ its /ime*, Inaſmuch as you (my 
brethren and fathers in the mi- 
niſtry) have aſſigned this pro- 
vince to me at "this ſcaſon, I 
preſume your expectations are, that I ſhould 
ay ſomething with . reſpect to the miniſtry. 
Iy purpole is to lay before you (as God may 
alfi the duties and dignities of goſpel mini- 
fters. The * Paul, in the fourth verſe of 
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this chapter, tells the Chriſtians of their miſſion 
from God, that they were allowed of God to be 


put in truſt with the goſpe! , and then tells them 


how they had behaved themſelves in that truſt, 
that chey had not az any time uſed flattering words, 
nor a cloke of covetouſneſs ; nor had they fought 


glory of men; neither had they been burdenſome as 


the apoſtle of Chriſt. And for the truth of theſe 
things, they appeal to the people's own know- 
ledge, faying, as ye know ; moreover they ap- 
pea) to God that knows all things; ſaying. 
God is 9tnefs; and in the words of the text, 
the Apoſtle is giving a further beautiful account 
of his and his brethren*s conduct and behavi- 
our among the Chriſtians (which is worthy of 
our imitation) ſaying, but we were gentle among 
You, even as a nurſe cheriſheth ber children. From 
which words I humbly conceive the duties and 
dignities of goſpel] miniſters are to be inferred, 
As it is the duty of miniſters to be gentle among 
Chriſtians, and to labour to cheriſh them in 


their faith, and hope, and comfort in God, 


even fo the faithful diſcharge of their duty 
confers houour upon them "the elders that rule 
well are worthy of double honour, eſpecially they that 
labour in the word and doctrine *. 


[ ſhall endeayour to lay before you, in the 
ff place, the duties of the miniſterial function. 


Secondly, T he honour and dignity of i it. And, 
Thirdly. Conclude with ſome application. 
And Firſt, In laying before you the duties o 


the miniſterial office, 1 ſhall endeavour to draw 
a paralle 


21 Tim. v. 17. 
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a parallel between the office of à nurſe, and 
chat of a miniſter. And, ; 
Firſt, The office of a nurſe is a very uſe- 
ful office. What poor helpleſs creatures are we 
when we come into the world! The deplorable 
ſtate of loſt fallen man is ſet forth (by che pro- 
phet) by an infant in the day of its birth, 
caſt out in the open field, to the lothing of its per- 
fon, neither waſhed at all, nor added at alls. 
O what objects of pity and compaſſion are we 
when we come into the world ! without the 
kind interpoſition of the tender-hearted nurſe, 
we muſt inevitably periſh ! How uſetul then is 
the nurſe to cheriſh the feeble heipleſs child! 
Without this neceſſary office, there could be 
no huſbandmen in the field, no mariners in 
the ſhip, no merchants on the change, no ſe- 
nators in the ſenate-houſe, no king on the 
throne. In a word, we all owe the preſerva- 
tion of our beings (under God) to the compaſ- 
ſionate nurſes that cheriſhed us in our help- 
leſs ſtate. So in like manner the good mini- 
ſter is as uſeful as the good nurſe. No doubt 
there are bad miniſters, as well as bad nurſes 
in the world ; and there is no need of a hue- 
and-cry to find them out; for by their fruits 
ye may know them. The good nurſes, and 
the good miniſters, are marked out in our 
text; they are gentle, and cheriſh their children. 
All Chriſtians are not of the ſame growth and 
ſtrength. All Chriſtians are lifted under the 
banner of Chriſt ; and the Apoſtle Fobn draws 
them up in battle-array againſt che common 
enemy in three lines; thoſe of the firſt line he 
calls little children; thoſe of the ſecond line 
he calls fathers ; ; and thoſe of the third = 
| C 
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16 
he calls young men; and he {peaks very dif- 
ferent of them, Of the little children he fays, 
that they knew the Father, and that their jins were 


forgiven them for bis name's ſake: Of the fathers 


he faith, that they bad known him (that is, Chriſt) 
worch is from the beginning: And of the young 
men he ſaith, hat the word of God abided in 
them, that they were ſtrong, and had overcome the 
wicked one a. The Apoltle Jobn does not ſay 
that the little children were ſtrong, but his 
labour was to cheriſh them, that they might 
be ſo. The whole work of the miniſtry is laid 
down by the Apoſtle Paul in theſe two expreſ- 
ons, viz. planting, and watering ; I have plant- 
ed (faith he) and Apollcs hath watered, The 


Apoſtle Paul was a rare planter ; he laboured 


in an abundant manner to preach Chriſt, even 
where he was not named. This miſſion, which 
he received immediately from Chriſt, runs in 
theſe words, I will ſend thee far hence unto the 
Gentiles, to open their eyes, to turn them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
Gd. Apollos was as good at watering, as Paul 
was at planting. We read that he helped them 


much which had believed through grace ©: And how 


he helped them, appears in theſe words, he 
was an eloquent man, and mighty in the ſcriptures ; 
and mightily convinced the Jews, ſhewing, by the 


ſcriptures, that Feſus was Chriſt ; and by this 


means (no doubt) he helped them much, which 
had believed through grace, in their faith, and 
hope, and comfort in Chriſt. The Apoſtle _ 
Paul tells us, that when Chriſt aſcended up on 


high, he gave gifts unto men, and he gave ſome 


apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, 


and 


John ii. 12,13, 14. Ads xxvi. 18. Acts 
xXviii. 27. | 
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71 
and ſome paſiors, and teachers. And the end 
and deſign of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is expreſſed 
in theſe words, for the perfefting of the ſaints, for 
the wwork of the miniſiry, for the edifying of the body 
Chri-. Hence appears the great uſefulneſs 
of the work of the miniſtry, O how uſefully 


are we employed, when we are made inſtru— 


mental in the hand of God, to pull poor fin- 
ners as brands out of the burning ; to recover 


them out of the ſnare of the Devil, who are 


led captive by him at his will ; to bring them 
aut of darkneſs, and tranſlate them into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son ; to give the know- 
ledge: of ſalvation by the remiſſion of ſin. And 
when poor ſinners are brought within the bond 
of the everlaſting covenant; when they are 
brought home to Chriſt, and are no longer 
ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the faints, and of the houſhold of God; 
O how uſeful a work is it to confirm their 
fouls, to ſtrengthen their hands in God, to help 
their joy, to encourage their faith, that the 
joy of Chriſt may remain in them, and that 
their joy may be full. I ſpeak not theſe things 
to ſtir up miniſters to crow over their brethren, 
but to exalt the free grace of God, in putting 
luch treaſures in earthen veſſels, that the ex- 
cellency of the power may appear to be of 
God, and not of man. We read of the men 


of Cyprus, how they ſpake unto the Grecians, 


preaching the Lord Feſus; and the hand of the 


Lord was with them; and a great number be- 


lieved, and turned unto the Lord b. Hence the 
Apoſtle faith, who then is Paul, or who is Apol- 
los, but miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the 
Lord gave to every man? I baue planted, Apollos 

__ evatered, 


2 Eph. iv, 11, 12. Acts X. 20, 21. 


2.2 
watered, but God gave the increaſe, So then nei 
ther is be that pianteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increaſe*. In 
all our ways then let us acknowledge God, and 
remember that his bleſſing maketh rich. If 
we are ſo happy as to ſee our miniſtry ſucceſsful, 
let us give the glory to God. And may both 
miniſters and people earneſtly pray to the 
Lord, that his goſpel may run and be glorified ; 
that our eyes may be bleſſed in ſeeing, and our 
ears in hearing, the kingdom of God coming 
with power. But, 5 

Secondly, As the office of a nurſe is uſeful, fo 
it is a very difficult office, O how many diffi- 
culties lie in the nurſe's way, in feeding and 
clothing the helpleſs infant, of which I need 

not here ſpeak particularly; ſo in like manner 
the miniſter meets with many difficulties in the 

_ diſcharge of the duties of his calling. The 
greateſt difficulties of all (in my opinion) ariſe 
from the different diſpoſitions of perſons that 
frequent Chriſtian aſſemblies. It is with Chri- 
ſtian aſſemblies as it was with the ark, there enters 
the clean and the unclean, Into the ark indeed 
the clean entered by ſevens, and the unclean 
by pairs only; I wiſh the parallel might hold 

good to Chriſtian aſſemblies : But why ſhould 

T thus wiſh? Is it not better to wiſh that the 
unclean may enter by hundreds and by thou- 

ſands, and that God would make his mini- 
{ters ſons of thunder to awaken them, that hey 

may flee from the wrath to come, and lay Bold 
on the hope which God bath ſet before them. II 
all Chriſtian aſſemblies were like that rare aſ- 
ſembly at Cornelius's houſe, of whom he thus 
ſpeaks, we are all here preſent before God, to bear 
i e all 

'® x Cor. iii. 5, 6, 7. 
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all things that are commanaed thee of God ? there 
wal then indeed be no great difficulty to 
nouriſh them with the ſincere milk ot the 
word, Bur alaſs, Chriſtian aflemb are 
mixed multitudes, ſome fearing God, and 


ſome fearing him not. Here may be one 


awakened finner that 1s humbling himſelt be- 
tore God, being broken in heart, and contrite 
in ſpirit, hungering and thirſting after righte- 
ouſneſs. It may be that in the ſame ſeat with 
nim is a ſtout-hearted ſinner, that is far from 
rignteouſnels, who ſetteth his mouth againſt the 
veavens, and whoſe tongue is walking through the 
earth ; and the thought of whoſe heart is in all evil 
be midſt of the congregation. Now how ſhall 
1 miniſter be a ſon of thunder to the one, and 
2 fon of conſolation to the other? The difficul- 
Ly ariſeth here, Whilſt the miniſter is thun- 
dering the law from mount Sinai upon the 
ſtout-hearted finner, the broken in heart are 
apt to make a handle of it to deſpair : and 
while the miniſter is a ſon of conſolation to the 
feeble-minded, the ſtout-hearted ſinner is ready 
co make a handle of it to preſume. 
Methinks I would not ſtart a difficulty, and 
cave it without propoſing a remedy ; permit 
me therefore, my brethren and fathers in the 
miniſtry, co point out to you how this difficulty 
is to be warded againſt, and how we may at 
leaſt ſecure ourſelves, ſo as to be pure from the 
blood of all men. 
Let us then caſt our eyes upon the Captain 
of our ſalvation, the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep. Let us copy after his example, who 


tells us, that he calleth his own ſheep by name“. 
Let us mark well his conduct; when he de- 


B nounced 
4 John * 
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nounced woes, he mentioned the ſinners by 
name that were entitled to them, deſcribing 
mem by their actions; and when he pronoun- 
ced bleſſings, he plainly mentions the perſons 
entitled to them. Even ſo let us call upon the 
dead finner by name, and ſay, awake thou that 
Hieepeſt, arije from the dead. Let us call upon the 
broken-hearted by name, and fay, who 15s 
among you that feareth the Lord, ana obeyeth the 
voice of bis ſervant , that walketh in darkneſs, and 
Halb no l let him truſt in the name of the Lord. 
and ſtay himfelf upon his God*, Let us give the 
inner due warning, and the feeble Chriſtian 
due comfort; this (if I deem right) is what 
our Lord calls, giving to every one his portion of 
mea! in de ſeaſon. But then 8 
Thirdly, The office of a nurſe, (as it is diffi- 
cult) it juſtly demands continual care, conſtant 
diligence, unwearied patience, and undaunted 
courage. A careleſs perſon is not fit for a nurſe. 
A, good nurſe hath a continual care upon her 
night and day to provide proper food for her 
child, and to watch and ward againſt the ma- 
ny dangers that it is expoſed ro. So in like 
manner, a miniſter muſt rake the overſight of 
the-houle of God, and be affectionately deſirous 
of the good of fouls, They who think that a 
miniſter may live without care, are altogether 
ſtrangers to the work of the miniſtry. The 
Apoſtle Paul having mentioned a great ſight of 
afflictions that he had endured, he ſpeaks of 
them as aa additional weight; (in theſe words ) 
beſides thoſe things thot are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches ©. 
The Apoſtle Paul was not always under ſtripes 
and impriſonment, he was not always enduring 
| hunger, 
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hunger, cold, and nakedneſs: but there was 
one burden that he was never free from, even 
the care of all the churches ; that burden was 
always reſting upon and pinching his ſhoulders. 
A miniſter muſt take heed to himſelf, and to lig 
4orine, (as the Apoſtle exhorted Timothy) that 
he may both ſave himſelf, and them that hear bini“. 
1 2dly, A nurſe muſt be conſtantly diligent in 
attending on her charge committed to her. A 
flothful indolent perſon is not fit for a nur{'e, 
So likewiie a miniſter muſt diligently attend on 
the duties of his calling. In the parable of the 
talents, our Lord calls the dzligent, good and 
Faithful; and the flothful, wicked and wnprofiteble. 
= The denominations given to miniſters in the 
icriptures, are ſuch as beſpeak that they ought 
to be very diligent. They are called workmen, 
ſervants, and ſtewards, and ſoldiers, and Ja- 
bourers, and therefore ought not to be loite- 
' rers; they are called watchmen, not ſlumber- 
= ers: It was the character of the falſe prophets 
that infeſted the church of old, that they were 
ſleeping, hing down, loving to ſlumber, A mini- 
ſter ought to give attendance to reading and 
meditation, that his profiting may appear to all. 
Hie muſt by no means zeglect the gift of God that 
10 in him, but ſtudy to ſhew himſelf approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth no to be aſhamed, 
_ rightly dividing the word of truth<. May we all 
copy after the brave Apollos, of whom it is 
written, that he was fervent in ſpirit, and taught 
diligently the things of the Lord ! But 
3aly, A nurſe muſt be of unwearied patience. 
She muſt not be fired with the little indiſcre- 
tions of her children ; ſhe muſt patiently wait 
and watch over them for their good ; for ſhe 
B2 | may 
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may well expect to meet with many things tc: 
try her patience. So likewiſe a miniſter mul! 
let patience have ber perſect work, that he may 6: 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. He muſt rc 
member, that the Jeroans of the Lord muſt 1. 
ſtrive, but be gentle unto ail men; apt to teach, pe 
tent. In moekneſs in inſtrufting ibo, that oppoſe them. 
ſelves, if God peradventure will give them repen 
tanco 55 the acknowledging of the truth ; and tha: 
they may recover themſelves out of the fuare of the 
evil, who are led captive py bim at his will“ 
Hence J obſerve, that if a miniſter be to he 
gentle to the worſt of men, even ſuch as a 
led of the devil, if they are meekly to e 
them, how much more ſuch as are led by t“ 
Spirit of God: ſuch as are weak in the faith, th. y 
are tg receide, but not to doubiſul diſputations, whic 
they are not qualified to underſtand, They 
muſt copy after the example of the great She- 
pherd of the ſheep, who taught his Diſciples 
as they were able to bear it. As a nurſe mul! 
exercile patience in feeding her children, eve 
ſo muſt a miniſter, He muſt not be a furioſo, 
driving all before the impetuous tide of h. 
paſſion; he muſt not be ſelf-willed; he mui! 
be no ſtriker; he muſt be patient, not a 
brawler, not ſoon angry, but a lover of good 
men; jober, holy, juſt, and temperate, Ane 
_ 4thly, A nurſe muſt be of undaunted co 
rage; ſhe muſt not be of a timorous difpoſito!. 
ſubject to be frighted and feared at every ex- 
gence that may happen; ſo likewiſe a miniſte: 
muſt be of a good courage, not ſoon diſmaved. 
nor terrified at any threatening dangers tha. 
may be in the way. When the Apoſtles wert 
threatened by the Jewiſb rulers, being let 5 
the 


2 Tim. ii. 24, 1, 26. 
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they went to their own company, and liſted up 
their voice to God with one accord, and pray- 
ed that he would grant that with all boldneſs they 
might ſpeak his cord. Ard the Apoſtle Paul at 

Rome preached the kingdom of Goa, and the things 
_ concerning ihe Lord Feſus, with all confidence, And 
indeed, the divine, important, and eternal 
truths of the goſpel, ought to be publiſhed with 
all becoming earneſtneſs and decent boldneſs ; 
for a dry, cold, lukewarm delivery of goſpel 
truths may prove a ſnare and a ſtumbling- block 
to ſome poor fouls, who may be tempted to 
think that the miniſter himſelf ſcarcely believes 
the things which he ſo coldly delivers. If a 
miniſter want courage, how ſhall he teſtify to 
the world that the deeds thereof are evil; how 
can he lift up his voice as a trumpet, to ſhew 
the people their tranſgreſſions and their ſins? 
To do this, he muſt fer his face as a flint, and 
muſt not fear the faces of men. The holy 
Apoſtles, they laboured, and they ſuffered re- 
proach, becaule they truſted in the living God; 
ſo ought every miniſter to truſt in the Lord, 
and be of good courage. Every miniſter muſt, 
as a good foldier, endure hardneſs; he ma 
expect to meet with diſhonour, and with evil 
report. The Apoſtle Paul gives this account 
of the ſufferings and conduct of himſelf, and 
of the reſt of his brethren, in theſe words, 
We are troubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed ; 
ve are perplexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, 
but not forſaken , caſt down, but not deſtroyed v. 
The ſame Apoſtle tells us, that although the 

Holy Ghoſt wwitneſſed, that in every city bonds and 
Mictions ſhould abide him; yet none of theſe things 
enoved him, neither counted be his life dear unto 


himſelf, 


[14 ] 
bimſeli, fo that he might ſiniſb his courſe with joy, 
and the minijtry which he had received of the Lord 
Feſus, to teſtify the geſpel of the grace of G. 
Thus it becomes every miniſter of the- goſpel 
to act. But then, 

5thly, The office of a nurſe iz an honourable 
office. I the rather take notice of this, be- 
cauſc it hath been complained of by ſome for 
above an age laſt paſt, that ſome mothers have 
thought ſcorn to nurſe their own children; 
not conſidering (it may be) that the mother of 
our Lord, whom all generations (deſervedly) 
call bleſſed, did not diſdain to perform the 
office of a nurſe to her own ſon, our Lord. 
The office is ſo uſeful, that the richeſt of 
mothers need not be aſhamed of it; and as for 
thoſe poor indigent women that ſupply the 
place of rich mothers, or are aſſiſtant to them 
in nurſing their children, if they uſe the office 

of a nurſe well, if they exerciſe themſelves in 
taking continual care, and uſing conſtant dili- 
gence, unwearied patience, and undaunted - 
courage, they, for their work's ſake, are juſtly 
entitled to reſpect and eſteem. So in like 
manner the work of the miniſtry is an honour- 
able work. The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, Let the 
elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
bonour, eſpecially they who labour in the word and 
doctrine b. The Apoſtle Paul could ſay in his 
day, ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not 
many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, nat 
many noble, are called <, And 1 ſuppoſe that in all 
ages ſince, God has choſen his miniſters (gene- 
rely ſpeaking) out of the middle and loweſt 
rank of men, to anſwer (it may be) the ſame 
good ends that the 4 mentioneth, viz, that 
. the 

Acts xx. 23, 24. * 1 Tim. v. 17. 1 Cor. i. 26. 
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rhe excellence of the power may appear to be of God, 

and not of man; ond that no fleſh might glory in bis 
preſence . But how noble ſoever any man may 
be, whom God calls to this work, he can have 
no juſt reaſon to be aſhamed of it, The potent 
kink Solomon (though be reigned over all the kings, 
from the river to the land of the Philiflines, and to 
the border of Ezypt ®) yet he, FO reluctance, 
calls himſelf the preacher, ſaying, 7 the preacher 
cba. king in Feruſalem “. Let me here point out 
to you, that all the honour which is due co a 
miniſter ariſeth from his work. It is for his 
works fake that he is to be eſteemed very 


highly in love. We beſcech you (faith the Apo- 


ſtle) to know them that are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh you; and 10 Nee them very highly in 
love for ther work*s ſake dl. Not for their high 
deſcent, not for their {ſplendid equipage, nor 
their temporal manors and lordſhips; all theſe 
things are out of the queſtion ; it is only for 
their work's fake that chey are to be eſteemed 
very highly in love. So then if a miniſter were 
as rich and potent as Solomon, unlets he ruled 
well, unleſs he laboured in the word and doftrine, 


there is no honour due to him as a miniſter. 


On the other hand, if a miniſter be as poor as 
Job, if he take the overſight of the flock of 
God, and rule well, and labour in the word and 
doctrine, he is to be counted worthy of double bo- 
aour, and to be ęſteemed very highly in love for his 
zworR*s ſake, And this leads me to the 


Second head of my diſcourſe, which is to 
ſhew the honours and dignities of goſpel mini- 
ſters. T heir honour is of a higher and better 

nature 


* Cor. Iv. 7. 1 Cor. i. 29, b 2 Chron, ix. 26. 
Eccl. i. 12, © 1 Theff. v. 12, 15. 
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nature than the honour which the ſcribes of 
old graiped after, the uppermeſt rooms at feaſts, 


the chief ſeats in the ſynagogues, greetings in the 


markets, and to be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. 
Theſe are dry empty things, when compared 
to the ſubſtantial! honours wivch miniſters en- 
Joy 3 they are ſuch as the world cannot give, 
nor take away. And, 

Firlt, Their work is their honour, If it be 
an honour to a man to be ulefully employed, 
the miniſter, above all men, is moſt uſefully 
employed, when he is perſuading men to flee 
from wrath to come, to lay hold on Chrift by faith, 
to the ſaving of their fouls, When he is perſecting 
the faints, and ediſying the body of Chrift : when 
a miniſter is thus labouring, his work is his 
honour. 

Secondly, The appellations and denominations 
given them in the ſacred writings, ſhew their 


- honour. They are not only called the ſervants, 


but the ftewards of Cod. They are called 
workers and labourers together with God bd. What 
an honour is this, to be on the Lord's fide ; to 
be engaged not only in the Lord's work, but 
to be a /abourer together with Cod; for God is, in 
Chriſt, recontiling the worid ta bimſelf, and his 


- miniſters are calling upon and beſeeching of 


poor ſinners to be reconciled io God, God and 
they are engaged in the ſame work, and ſo 
have the honour to be !abourers together with 
God. The whole Chriſtian church is indeed 
a kingdom of prieſts. The Apoſtle Peter calleth 
the whole church à royal priefihood, and an holy 
prieſthood, 10 offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable 


to God by Feſus Chriſt ©; and the church tri- 


umphant * are ſinging to the glory of 
Chriſt, 
| ® 1 Cor. iv. 1. d Cor. uw. 9. ©1 Pet. ü. 5, 9. 
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Chriſt, thou waſt ſlain, and haſt made us cines and 
pricfts unto our God. Nay, the whole church 
God's clergy ; this honour hath all the 
\zints. The Apoſtle Peter plainly calls them 
that are taught in the word, God's) eritage , 
charging the elders not ts be lords over God's heritage. 


The whole church is Chriſt's peculiar inheri- 


r* which be has purchaſed with his o:9n blood, 
in be the firſt fruits unto God from among men b. I 
ar that any men ſhould think to exalt 
emſelves as miniſters, by debaſing the church, 


and repreſenting their hearers a3 little more 


chan innocent beaſts of burden, which they 
1re to have the rule and dominion over with a 
och of iron. One would thins that a ftarving 
ty could be no credit to a pampered clergy. 
One would think that God never deſigned to 
urn the tables in Pharaoh's dream, and ſend 
the fat kine to eat up the lean. But che truth 
every good miniſter copies after the Apo- 
tie, and eſteems the people that he hath the 
-verſight of, as his glory, his hope, his joy, and 


YN of rejoicing in the projence of Chriſt, at his 


coming ©, The honour of the church reflects 
onour upon her miniſters. The top honour 
of the church is this, ſhe is God's heritage 
od is in the midſt of her, that ſhe may not 
»e moved, The church is God's vineyard, 
id he difdains not to be the huſbandman 
% prune and purge it, and to watch over it 
night and day. Hence ariſeth a peculiar ho- 
ue to thoſe whom God ſets in his church, to 
:ake the overſight thereof; in doing this, they 
re lobourers together with God, in perfetting the 

s, and edifying the "_ of Chr ft. 
Third, 


Rev. ix. 10. Þ Rev, xiv. 4. © 1 Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. 
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Thirdly, Another honour which Chriſt pi! 
upon his miniſters is, he holds them in his 
right-hand of protection and approbation. The 
great Shepherd of the ſheep gives this beau. 
titul repreſentation of his whole church, +: 
they are in bis hands; and he exultingly fays, 
none ſhall pluck them out of my bands, My fath-: 
which gave them me is greater than all, and non 
is able to pluck them out of my father's hand. 
and my father are one John in viſion fas 
Chriſt holding ſerren ſtars in bis right-hand, and 
this is explained to be the ſeven angels, or me 
ſengers, or miniſters, of the ſeven churches '» 
Ma. We cannot ſuppoſe that this was a pe- 
culiar honour to thoſe ſeven men only; no, +: 
is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. He 
holdeth all his miniſters (yea all his people) 
his right-hand thoughout all generations. When 
our Lord made Paul a miniſter, he promuie« 
him his protection, to deliver him from the 
people to whom he ſent him. Chriſt's right: 
hand betokeneth honour, ſafety and approb- 
tion. Chriſt honours his miniſters with h. 
miſſion, and protection in this world, and he 
will honour them (and his whole church) wit) 
his approbation at his appearing, ſaying, wu?! 
done good and faithful ſervants, enter into the 1" 
of your Lord. —_ 
Fourthly, All the miniſters of Chriſt ſhall be 
honoured with a crown of glory that fadeth "5 
away at the appearing of Chriſt *. The miniſters 
of Chriſt (and all his people) are the objects o 
his care and pleaſure; he will comfort ther! 
here, and crown them hereafter, with an in. 
corruptible crown of righteouſneſs, life and 
glory. I come now in the 
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Third and laſt place, to make the applica- 
non of what I have been ſpeaking of to three 
Its of perions, which I preſume will take in 
of you. And, En 

Firjt, To all you (my brethren) that are 
ght in the word. Let me intreat you, my 


ear Chriſtan hearers, to defire earneſtly the An- 


e milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 
Remember, O Chriſtian hearers, that it 1s for 


your ſakes that Chriſt giveth gifts unto men; 


;: is that you may be perfected and edified, 
that you may be rooted in faith, and grounded 
n love, and be rendered compleat in him, 
o is the head of all principalities and power, 
You have heard of what care and diligence, 
what patience and courage, we Arc to exer- 
die in the preaching of the word; may this 
zur you in mind that you ſhould exerciſe the 
ame virtues in hearing. O make conſcience 
of frequenting Chriſtian aſſemblies ! O how fad 
and lamentable is the caſe of ſuch as fleep 
away, and ſport away, and fot away ſermon 
opportunities; and ſuch as drop into Chriſtian 
aſſemblies, and go away unedined, is it not 
vecaule they come unprepared ; they come 
radventure to ſpy out the deformity of the 


# ©» cacher, or to make ſome obſervations, or to 


arch up ſome words, to make merry with at 


ED the tavern, or tea-table ? No wonder that ſuch. 
empty away. If they ſhould be made 
kB Wicr, or better, it would be more than they 
kB Oclired, But I am perſuaded better things of 


bau; nevertheleſs, ſuffer, I beſeech you, a 
= ord of exhortation ; labour to come into 


L Ohriſtian aſſemblies with a due ſenſe of God 


d religion upon your minds. Bring honeſt 
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hearts with you, that you may receive the word v 
readineſs of mind, and ſearch the ſcriptures, to 
whether the things are ſo. Labour to be as goo. 
nearers as Cornelius and his kinsfolks were, wh. 
were all preſent before, t hear all things 1h: 
were commanded of Cod. Conſider the great er 
couragement the Lord Jeſus hath given yo: 
to fr equent Chriſtian aſſemblies ; he hath prc 
miſed, that where two or three are met in 6; 
name, he will be in the midſt, O it is good 0 
be in that company, where Chriſt maketh oc 
amongſt them! Never ſay, therefore, I wille 
go out to-day, for there will be but few tho 
to-day; for whoever fails, Chriſt never fai“ 
he is never abſent from Chriſtan aſſemt“ 
O it is good being where Chriſt comes! The 
impotent man at Bethe/7a's pool never 
with cure till Chriſt came tluther z and ! 
blind man at Jericho never met with comic; 
and cure till Chriſt paſſed by. Hear the com. 
fortable words of Chriſt, in his word thi 
ſpeaking to you : hearken unto me, O ye hilar, 
for bleſſed are they that keep my ways. Hear u. 
ftruftion and be wiſe, and refuſe it not: Bleſſed ': 
the man that heareth me, watching aaily at 7 
gates, waiting at - the poſts of my doors; for u. 
Jo Findet me, findeih life, and ſball obtain / Dog Mi 
the Lord. O Sirs, it is good watching at Chill 
gates, and waiting at his doors! O come hes 
gering and thirſting after his righteouſnes, 
and he will not ſend you empty away! Yo. 
ſhall find him, and find life tlirough him, 
obtain favour of the Lord. What can he 
what would you have more? You have hor. 
this day how gentle the Apoſtles were amo! 's 
the Chriſtians z and I charitably hope and ru 
your miniſters are ſuch as rread 1 in their fps! 
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and if ſo, ſuffer a word of exhortation on this 
topic aio. Take heed that you deſpiſe then 
not for their gentleneſs. Some miniſters that 
have affected dominion over their brethren's 
faith, more than to be helpers of their joy, 
have met with better treatment. than they de- 
ſerved ; whilſt others, that have not put on 


ſuch lordly airs, have been deſpiſed for their 


gentleneſs; and if ſome miniſters were here, 
they might {ſpeak feelingly of theſe things. 
Remember, my dear hearers, that we are 70 
preach Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and ourſelves your 
ſervants for Feſus ſake. And as Aurabam's ſer- 
vants were a part of his riches, ſo your mini- 
ſters are a part of your riches ; but pray do not 
treat us worſe than your {ſervants ; and it you 
will be ſo good as to value us as much as you 
do your riches, I make no doubt but that we 
ſhall be happy enough in that reſpect. The 
Apoſtle Paul (without any reluctance) put him- 


ſelf by name (with Apollos and Cephas) into the 
churches inventory, and openly declared hat 


they were all theirs a. Laſtly, be earneſt with 
God in prayer, that he would bleſs your en- 
deavours, and your miniſter's labours, with 
good ſucceſs; and be thankful to God for all 
his benefits. Enter in at bis gates with thankſ- 
giving, and come into his courts with praiſe; be 
thankful unto the Lord, and bleſs his name. 
Secondly, Let me apply what I have ſaid to 


all ſuch if any ſuch are here) who in times of 


old were called the ſons of the prophets, or 
in other words, any young men, or others, 


whoſe hearts the Lord hath touched, and 1s 


working upon them by prevailing, motions to 
Engage in the miniſterial work, Be entreated 


0 
a 1 Cor. iii. 20. 
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to wait on the Lord, and beg of him to cauſe 
you to know the way in which you ſhould 
walk; and if the Almighty ſhould make you 
affectionately deſirous for the good of ſole, 
and make you willing to ſpend and be ſpent 
for the good of fouls; if this ſhould be the 
happy caſe of any of you, I bid you God 
ſpeed ; I wiſh you good ſucceſs in the name 
of the Lord. Remember to hold faſt the form 
of ſound words, even the wholeſome words of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Do not mind endleſs gencalo- 
gies, nor regard old wives fables, turn not aſide 
after vain jangling, nor follow after doubtful diſpu- 
lation; but always bear in mind, that thoſe who 
work in the miniſtry muſt perfet?t the ſaints, and 
eaify the body of Chriſt, with the ſincere milk of the 
Word. I forbear to ſay more, for this is draw- 
ing a bow at a venture, and may be ſpeaking 
unto the air; but if I am ſo happy as to ſpeak 
to any ſuch who are on the threſhold of the 
miniſtry, I beſeech you to liſten with attention 
to the 

Third and aft part of the application of 
this diſcourſe, which is to myſelf and the reſt 
of my brethren and fathers in the miniſtry 
here preſent. And 

1}. May we often call to mind the many 
ſtrwings of heart, and convictions of mind, 
and prevailing motions which we had in our 
own breaſts, before we engaged in this work, 
and alſo the comfortable experiences which we 
have enjoyed ſince our entrance into the mini- 
ſtry ; how God hath owned us in the work, 


by fhining into our hearts, and by bleſſing 


our miniſtry to ſome poor fouls, either to con- 
verſion, or comfort after converſion 1 ; for a 
clear evidence of our being called of God to 

this 
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this work, will be of great uſe to us. With- 
out this witneſs in ourſelves, with what face can 
we appear in the church of God? Nay, how 
can we forgive ourſelves for running before we 
were ſent? But if we have a clear teſtimony in 
our own hearts that God hath allowed and ap- 

roved us in this work, this will make us men 
of diligence, of patience, and of courage. 
Let me intreat your patience while I point out 
a few plain things, which you, my brethren 
and fathers in the miniſtry, know much better 
than I can tell you; but it may be they may 
be of uſe to one of a thouſand, Know then 
that I apprehend that all the miniiters of Je- 
ſus Chrilt are of his own chuſing and ſending. 
Upon conſideration that the harveſt was great, 
and the labourers few, our Lord bids his Dil- 
ciples pray the lord of the barveſt that be would 
fend labourers into his barveſt *, The ſending of 


labourers 1nto the harveit, properly belongs to 


the lord of the harveſt ; and who the lord of 
the harveſt 1s, will not admit of much diſpute. 
But it may be aſked. (and ſome may think it 
a knotty queſtion) how ſhall a man know that 
God hath ſent him? And how ſhall a people, 
in queſt of a miniſter, know a man that God 
hath ſent? To which I anſwer, That all the 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt are converted perſons z 
and though converſion is no proof that a man 
is ſent of God to preach his word, becauſe 
many thouſands are converted that are not 


ſent of God; for Jeſus Chriſt hath ſheep and 


lambs to teed, as well as paſtors to feed them; 
but it evidently proves, that without conver- 


ſion a man is not ſent of God to preach his 
word. Can it be imagined that Chriſt ſends 


Dis 
Matt. ix. 38. 5 
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his miniſters any other way bur through the 
univerſity of regeneration ? How ſhould they 
preach Chrift that have not learned Chrift ? 
How can it be thought that Jeſus Chriſt ſend- 
eth men in their ſins to call other men out of 
their ſins z or men out of covenant, to bring 
others into the covenant? To the wicked God 
faith, what haft thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, 
 feerng thou hateſt inſirnfiien*? You know, my 
brethren, that our Lord would not let the de- 
vils trumpet about, that he was the Son of 
God; that ſublime doctrine was more fit for 
him to declare, who could challenge his keeneſt 
adverſaries, which of you can accuje me of fm < 
So then an unconverted perſon cannot be a 
miniſter of Chriſt ; for though converſion does 
not prove that à man is a miniſter of Chriſt, | 
yet the negative proves that he is not, But 
then all that Chriſt ſendeth into the miniſtry, 
are not only converted, but gifted. The Apo- 
{tle faith, 4e every one of us 75 given grace, ac- 
cording to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt ®, All 
miniſters have not the ſame abilities, but all 
have ſome ability, Hence the Apoitle Peter 
faith, if any man miniſter, let him do it as of the 
abilily which God giveth <. And as there are 
different meaſures of grace given by Jeius 
Chriſt unto his miniſters, ſo alſo there are di- 
verſities of gifts which the ſpirit of God work- 
eth, and divideth to every man ſeverally as be will®. 
Hence the Apoſtle faith, baving then gifts dif- 
eis according to the grace tha! is given to us, 
dobelber prophecy, let us propheſy according to the 
proportion of fatth ;, or miniſtry, let us wait on our 
mmniſtry ; or be that teacheth, on teaching; or be 

that 
al. I. 16, 17, Eph. W. 7 1 Pet. iv. 19. 
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that exhorterh, on exhortation *, Hence it appcars 
that Chriſt ſendeth no labourers into his vine- 
yard without ſome abiliry to labour. Some 
have one gift, and ſome another, according to 
his ſovereign will and pleaſure. Some are beſt 
at planting, others are beſt at watering ; ſome 
are moſtly ſons of thunder, whilſt others are 


moſtly ſons of confolation. All miniſters have 
not the ſame gifts, nor the ſame abilities. 
But I humbly conceive that there are two gifts 


which the Lord giveth to all his miniſters, 
and how light ſoever ſome may think of chem, 
1 boldly aſſert that all the riches of the Indies 
cannot purchaſe them. The one is a willing 
mind; none but God can make a man affe- 
ctionately defirous of the good of fauls, Hence 
the Apoſtle Peter puts a willing mind in oppoſi- 
tion to all motions ariſing from wealth ; charg- 
ing the elders to feed the flock of God not by con. 


5 Araint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a 


ready mind b. If any man run before he is ſent, 
and crouch into the miniſtry for a piece of 
bread, he will do (in this caſe) as all other 
tradeſmen do; he will like his calling in pro- 


portion to the pence ariſing from it; but this 


will come far ſhort of a willing mind. The 
other gift is an inexpreſſible joy of heart, which 
is more ſenſibly felt than can be expreſſed, 


And theſe two gifts qualify a miniſter to ful- 


fil his miniſtry. From this joy of heart and 
willingneſs of mind, a miniſter will not count 
his life dear to bimſelf, ſo that he may finiſh his 
courſe with joy, and rhe miniſtry which he hath 


received of the Lord Jeſus. And if any are 


in queſt of ſuch a miniſter, and ſay, how ſhall 
we know the man? I return this ſhort anſwer, 


D By 


Rom. xii. 6, 7, 8. 1 Pet. v. 2 
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By his fruits ye may know him; for they that are 
atier the fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh, but 


they that are after the ſpirit, do mind the things of 


the ſpirit *®, There is an inward teaching, 
guidance, and calling of God to the work of 


the miniſtry, antecedent to all other calling 


whatſoever. Our brethren of the eſtabliſhed 


church are fo ſenſible of this, that the ordain- 


ing paſtors lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 
but puts this home queſtion to all the candi- 


_ dates for the miniſtry, „Do you truſt that 


you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
to take upon you this office and miniſtra- 
tion? To which the candidate anſwers, 
I truſt ſo.” Thoſe men that ſcoff, and deny, 
and ridicule the inward teaching, guidance, 
and calling of God to the miniſtry, - never 
let them boaſt of being the ſons of the church, 
ſeeing they give their pretended mother the 
lie, and repreſent all her biſhops and miniſters 


as a parcel of—I will not fay what, becauſe I 


will not help forward with the ſcandal. But 
Secondly, Being tully perſuaded of our calling, 
of God to this work, Jet us go on with all di- 


ligence in the duties thereof; let us give gur 
ſelves lo the miniſtry of the word and prayer; let us 
ide ourſelves to reading and meditation, that our 


profiting may appear to all. Let us not neglect 
the gift of God that is in us, but fludy to fhew our- 
ſelves approved unto God, workmen that need not 


be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth b. 


Let us pray that God would make us able mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament, and of the iruth 
25 it is Feſus Chriſt ; that cur goſpel may not 
go in word only, but in power, and in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance ; that we 


may 
* Rom, viii. 3. d 2 Tim. ii. 13. 
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may be eloquent men, and mighty in the feriptures; 


and help them much that bade believed through 


grace. That we may be ſons of thunder to 
the ſtout-hearted, that are far from rightcouſ- 
neſs, and ſons of conſolation to the teeble- 
minded; that we may ſupport the weak, bind 
up the broken-hearted, and ſpeak com ſortable 
things to all the freemen of the new Feruſalem. 
And let us be an example of the believers in cord, 
in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, iu 
purity, that no man may have any juſt cauſe 
to deſpiſe usb. And, : 

Thiraly, Let us feed the flock of God with 
the pure word of God. Our dear Lord bid 
Peter feed his ſheep and lambs ;, and Peter bids the 
Chriſtians, as new-born babes, deſire the fencere 
mile of the word, that they might grow thereby *. 
The Apoſtle Peter certainly fed them with that 
food which he bid them deſire, and he cer- 


_ rainly bid them deſire that food which the 
Lord bid him feed his theep and lambs with. 


The Apoſtle Paul, although he had received 
an extraordinary miſſion and gifts from Jeſus 
Chriſt, yet he did not diſdain to read, as ap- 
pears by the value that he ſet upon his books, 
giving charge that they ſhould be ſent unto him, 
efpectaily the parchments d. He valued his books 


much, but his parchments more. So in like 


manner, let us ſet a due value upon well-choſen 
books; but above all, let us be well read in 


the ſacred writings, that we may (like Apolios of 


old) be eloquent men, and mighty in the ſcripture ; 
that we may (if God ſee meet) be able to convince 
Ain. ſayers, and help them much that have believe! 
through grace; let us take heed to ourſelves, and 

D 2 | 10 


* 1 Theſſ. i. 5. Ads xviii. 24, 27. 1 Tim iv, 
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to gur doctrine, Let us carefully avoid the wood, 
hay. ſtubble doctrine of the inventions, tradi- 
tions, and commandments of men, that turn 
from the truth, and let us build upon the glo- 
rious foundation Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal rock 
of ages; the gold, ſilver, precious ſtone doctrine 
of the plain, eternal, joul-nouriſhing truths, 
concerning, that great ſalvation, which was be- 
gin to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed by 
them that heard him; God alſo bearing them wit- 
neſs, both with ſigns and wonders, and with divers 
miracies and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
bis own will*, Let us bold faſt the form of ſouni 
words, even the good and wholeſome words of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the dodtrine whrich 75 
according to pgodlineſs., Let us not therefore give 
into doubtful diſputations, nor turn afide into vain 
angling, ſtriving about words to no purpoſe. Let 
ns not lead them into the rank weeds of the 
traditions and commandments of men, but 
into the green paſtures of the pure word of 
God, and cauſe them to he down beſide the 
ſtill waters, even the eternal God, who is the 
fountain of living waters, that they may reſt 
and refreſh their weary ſouls in his power, 
wiſdom, and mercy, in and through Jeſus _ 

Cariſt, the chief ſhepherd and biſhop of 

touls. | 
Fourthly and Laſtly, May we always be able 
to give an account of ourſelves in the words of 
our text, wwe? have bcen gentle among you, oven as 
a nurje cheriſbeth her children Let us cheriſh the 
children of God with the fincere milk of the 
word, in their faith, and hope and comfort. 
Let us labour to cherith all good beginnings. 
Are any ſetting their faces Zion-wards? Let 
| Us 


» Heb. ii. 4, 4 
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vs lead them on to Jeſus Chriſt, and ſtrengthen 
their hand in God, by encouraging their faith 
and hope in God. May we thus labour in the 
work of the miniſtry, to perfett the ſaints, and edify 
the body of Chriſt, May we always have our 
eyes upon the chief ſhepherd of the ſheep, that 
we may put on the gentleneſs of Chriſt, who 
is a leading ſhepherd, and not a driving one. 
A ſhepherd that ſcares and worries them muſt 
go behind his flock, or elſe he cannot drive 
them; but our Lord giveth this beautiful de- 
ſcription of himſelf, as a ſhepherd, that be 
teadeth them out, that he poeth before them and 
calleth them by nan, and they hear his voice anu 
follow him; alluding to the cuſtom and practice 
of tender good ſhepherds, who open the fold, 
and call their ſheep, and walk on before them, 
and the ſheep run after them, knowing the 
ſhepherd's voice, and that he is leading them 
to their paſture. And the prophet thus de- 
ſcribes our Lord feeding his flock, As a ſhepherd 
gathering the lambs in bis arms, and carrying them 
in his boſom, and gently leading them that are with 
young o; alluding to careful ſhepherds, that 
carry the feeble lambs in their arms over diffi- 
cult places. Does the chief ſhepherd lead, nay 
gently lead the flock? And ſhall we think to 
drive with force and power? We are indeed 
to exhort and reprove, and rebuke with all 
authority; but then it is to be oblerved, it muſt 
be (according to the Apoſtle's rule) with all long- 
ſuffering and dottrine ©, The lovers of power and 
force, the men of dominion, and the advocates 
for wholeſome ſeverities, would do well to con- 
ſider the words of Chriſt : The evil ſervant that 
ſball Joy in his earl, my bord delayeth his coming, 


: and 
Job a x. E 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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end ſhall begin to fmite bis fellow-ſervants, and 10 
eat and drink with the arunken ; the lord of that 
ſervant fſoaii come in a day when he looketh not for 
bim, and in an hour that he is not ware of, and 
foall cut him aſunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the Hypocrites; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſb. 
ing of teeth . Men are not to be tortured into 
faith, nor dragooned into Chriſtianity ; but to 
be meekly inſtructed, if God peraduenture may 
give them repentance to the acknowledgment of thi 
truth, Certainly we are not to demoliſh thc 
body to inſtruct the mind. Whatever others 
do, let us copy after the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, of whom it is written, the bruiſed reed 
Shall be not break, and ſmoking flax ſhall he not 
quench, till be fend forth judgment unto victory b. 
The Lord draweth his people, and they run 
after him; le maketh his people a willing people in 
the day of his power, He will have no preſſed 
men in his ſervice ; his ſoldiers muſt be all vo- 
luntiers. 
I ſhall cohclude with the exhortive and con- 

folatory words of two inſpired Apoſtles. The 
elders which are among you I exhort, who am alſo an 
elder, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſl, 
and a partaker of the glory that ſhall be revealed, 
feed the flock of Cod which is among you, taking 
tbe ouenſgbt thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as 
being lords over God's heritage, but being examples 
to the flock ; and when the chief Shepherd fhall ap- 
pear, ye fhall receive à crown of glory that fadeth 
not arvay ©, Know ye not that they which run in a 
race, run all, but one obtazneth the prize? So run, 
that 'ye may obtain. And every man that ftriveth 
Ts for 

Matt. xxiv. 48. d Matt. xii, 20. 21 N. 
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{or the maſtery, is temperate in ail things : now they 
40 it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incor- 
ruptible a. Hlaſed are they that hear the word of 


God, and keep it. Be ye therefore doers of "ve 
ord, and not bearers only. 


x 0 ki. 26, 25. 
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